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 Operating Mobile Plant
Purpose
This SOP is to provide guidance on the safe operation of mobile plant  within racehorse training, breeding, and stable environments, minimizing risks to workers, animals, and property. 
Guidance provided in this document is of a general nature only. This document should be used as the foundation document for the preparation and use of site and task specific procedures, plans and risk assessments.

Scope
This SOP applies to all individuals (staff and contractors) operating or working near mobile plant at [Business Name].
Mobile plant refers to self-propelled machinery or equipment used in the workplace, including: 
· Tractors and ride-on mowers 
· Utility vehicles (e.g. ATVs, UTVs) 
· Horse floats and transport vehicles 
· Skid steers and loaders 
As defined by the Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011, mobile plant poses risks such as overturning, collision, mechanical failure, and exposure to noise or vibration.

Responsibilities
Employees and Contractors are responsible for:
· Adhering to the requirements of this policy or related policies
· Informing their manager immediately if it is suspected that a co-worker may be in breach of this policy.
· Having responsibility to take reasonable precautions for their own safety and health and that of others.

Managers are responsible for:
· Managing adherence of the standards of this policy with employees
· Ensuring that all employees are aware of the expected behaviour at work related events.
· Taking all reasonably practicable steps to protect the health and safety of employees.
· Managing breaches of this policy.

Equipment and Materials Required
· PPE: safety boots, (hearing, eye, dust, UV protection as required). 
· Pre- start checklist for mobile plant. 

Procedure
Pre-Operation Requirements 
Competency 
· Operators must hold relevant training or licenses where required (e.g. tractor operation, towing) 
· Induction & verification of competency required for all staff operating on or working around mobile plant 
Pre-Start Inspection 
· Check brakes, steering, lights, tires, fluid levels, and safety guards 
· Inspect for leaks, damage, or loose components 
· Complete and sign off on daily inspection log (pre-start check list) 
Safe Operating Procedures 
· Visually inspect operating area for overhead, surface and underground (BYDA) hazards before starting plant 
· Wear appropriate PPE (e.g. boots, high-vis, hearing protection) 
· Maintain manufacturer recommended speeds, especially near horses or pedestrians 
· Use designated paths and avoid restricted zones (e.g. stables, paddocks) 
Interaction with Horses 
· Avoid sudden movements or loud noises near animals 
· Never operate plant while horses are being led or exercised nearby 
· Use spotters when reversing near horses or infrastructure 
Parking and Shutdown 
· Park on level ground with brakes engaged 
· Where possible, park so first movement is forward 
· Remove keys when unattended 
· Secure attachments and lower implements (buckets, blades, slashers) 
Emergency Procedures 
· In case of breakdown or incident: 
· Shut down equipment safely according to manufacturer’s instructions 
· Notify supervisor immediately 
· Complete incident report 
· For injuries, follow workplace first aid SOP 
Maintenance and Recordkeeping 
· Schedule regular servicing per manufacturer guidelines 
· Maintain equipment logs and inspection records 
· Tag out & report unsafe equipment until repaired 



Troubleshooting / Notes
· Review SOP annually or after any incident 
· Consult staff for feedback and updates 
· Align with changes in WHS legislation or industry practices

References 
· Work Health and Safety Act (QLD) 2011  
· Work Health and Safety Regulation (QLD) 2011

Version Control: 
· Version: 1.0 
· Effective Date: [Insert Date] 
· Review Date: [Insert Date] 
· Approved by: [Name & Title] 
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