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Chemical Management & Storage 
Purpose
This SOP is to provide guidance on safe and consistent procedures for transporting, using, storing and disposing of chemicals in the racehorse industry.  
Guidance provided in this document is of a general nature only. This document should be used as the foundation document for the preparation and use of site and task specific procedures, plans and risk assessments. 
Scope
This SOP applies to all individuals responsible for working with chemical products at [Facility Name], including staff, volunteers, and visitors under supervision.
Responsibilities
Employees and Contractors are responsible for:
· Adhering to the requirements of this policy or related policies
· Informing their manager immediately if it is suspected that a co-worker may be in breach of this policy.
· Having responsibility to take reasonable precautions for their own safety and health and that of others.

Managers are responsible for:
· Managing adherence of the standards of this policy with employees
· Ensuring that all employees are aware of the expected behaviour at work related events.
· Taking all reasonably practicable steps to protect the health and safety of employees.
· Managing breaches of this policy.

Equipment and Materials Required
· Appropriate Safety Data Sheet 
· Chemical register 
· Signage and placards 
· Approved and labelled chemical containers 
· Bunding and containment trays as required 
· Spill kit 
· Deluge and eyewash facility 
· First aid kit appropriate to size & function of facility 
· Standard and task specific PPE (enclosed boots, apron, gloves, respiratory protection, face shield, protective eyeware/faceshield as required by SDS) 
· Storage facilities prescribed on SDS (lockable, ventilated, isolated) 


Procedure
1. Transporting Chemicals 
· Many hazardous chemicals are also classified as dangerous goods under transport legislation. Consult SDS & follow guidance. 
· The Australian Dangerous Goods (ADG) Code applies to transport across states. 
· Use approved labelled approved containers only and secure loads separately from passengers. 
· Do not load or transport chemicals that are contained in unlabeled/non-original containers 
· Ensure vehicles are ventilated and drivers are trained, competent and authorized for the task. 
· Utilise load shifting equipment and approved lifting, carrying and lowering techniques when moving loads manually. 
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2. Storage of Chemicals 
· Consult SDS & follow guidance. 
· Store chemicals (Including veterinary products) in designated, ventilated and lockable (where required) areas, separated from incompatible substances to avoid dangerous reactions. 
· Maintain a hazardous chemicals register as required by legislation and standards. 
· Maintain a manifest and placards if quantities exceed thresholds. 
· Use bunding and leak proof storage trays where required. 
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3. Using Chemicals. 
· Ensure workers are trained and competent before commencing tasks using chemicals. 
· Follow manufacturers’ directions and SDS information when using chemical products. 
· Select a well-ventilated area separated from other workers, horses and identified hazards. 
· Confirm PPE is task appropriate, properly fitted and serviceable. 
· Do not decant chemicals into non- approved containers. 
· Contain & clean spills using SDS information. 
· Dispose of chemicals, spill kit material and packaging through licensed waste contractors. 
· Maintain disposal records. 

Safety Considerations
· Are there any additional safety considerations such as PPE, or awareness to the horse temperament or equipment that needs to be applied
· Ensure fire management & emergency management plan incorporates the storage & use of chemicals. 
· Provide emergency wash down facilities where prescribed (shower deluge, eye washing & hand washing capacity). 
· Ensure workers are trained, competent and authorized to undertake the task. 


Troubleshooting / Notes
 
References 
In Queensland, the storage and use of chemicals in the workplace is governed by a combination of legislation, codes of practice, and Australian Standards.  
Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (QLD) 
· Establishes general duties for PCBUs to ensure health and safety, including chemical safety. 
Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011 (QLD) 
· Chapter 7 specifically regulates hazardous chemicals. 
· Covers classification, labelling, safety data sheets (SDS), risk management, and emergency planning. 

Managing Risks of Hazardous Chemicals in the Workplace – Code of Practice 2021 
· Approved under Section 274 of the WHS Act. 
· Provides practical guidance on: 
· Identifying hazardous chemicals 
· Risk assessment and control 
· Safe storage and handling 
· Emergency preparedness 

Version Control: 
· Version: 1.0 
· Effective Date: [Insert Date] 
· Review Date: [Insert Date] 
· Approved by: [Name & Title] 
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