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 Fire and Emergency Response.  
Purpose
This SOP is to provide guidance on the safety of workers, horses, visitors, and property by providing clear procedures for responding to fires and other emergencies at racehorse facilities. 
Guidance provided in this document is of a general nature only. This document should be used as the foundation document for the preparation and use of site and task specific procedures, plans and risk assessments.

Scope
This SOP applies to all individuals (staff and contractors) working at [Business Name].
Definitions: 
Emergency: A sudden, unforeseen event requiring immediate action to protect life, property, or the environment. Includes fire, medical emergencies, severe weather, hazardous material release, and security threats. 
Emergency Plan: A written document outlining how the workplace will respond to and manage emergency events, as required under Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011 (Qld), Section 43. 

Responsibilities
Employees and Contractors are responsible for:
· Adhering to the requirements of this policy or related policies
· Informing their manager immediately if it is suspected that a co-worker may be in breach of this policy.
· Having responsibility to take reasonable precautions for their own safety and health and that of others.

Managers are responsible for:
· Managing adherence of the standards of this policy with employees
· Ensuring that all employees are aware of the expected behaviour at work related events.
· Taking all reasonably practicable steps to protect the health and safety of employees.
· Managing breaches of this policy.

Equipment and Materials Required
Fire Safety Equipment 
· Fire extinguishers (dry chemical, foam, CO₂) placed at strategic locations 
· Fire blankets, especially near kitchens or tack rooms 
· Smoke detectors and fire alarms, regularly tested and maintained 
· Fire hoses or reels for larger facilities 
· Sprinkler systems in stables or feed storage areas (if feasible) 
· Emergency lighting for visibility during power outages or smoke 

Evacuation and Signage 
· Evacuation diagrams posted at all entry and exit points 
· Illuminated exit signs, clearly visible 
· Assembly point signage for designated safe zones 
· Barrier tape or cones to cordon off hazardous areas 
Horse-Specific Emergency Gear 
· Lead ropes and halters, easily accessible for quick evacuation 
· Horse identification tags for tracking during relocation 
· Portable fencing panels to create temporary holding areas 
· Horse transport vehicles ready for emergency relocation 
First Aid and Medical Supplies 
· First aid kits compliant with WHS standards, stocked for both humans and animals 
· Burn treatment supplies including gels, dressings, and sterile wraps 
· Emergency contact list including veterinarians, hospitals, and emergency services 
· Defibrillator (AED), recommended for larger facilities 
Communication Tools & Systems
· Two-way radios for on-site coordination 
· Mobile phones with emergency numbers pre-programmed 
· PA system or siren for mass alerts 
Hazardous Material Response 
· Spill kits for fuel, chemicals, or veterinary substances 
· Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) including gloves, masks, goggles, and boots 
· Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for all chemicals on site 
Documentation and Training Materials 
· Emergency Plan binder with printed SOPs, contact lists, and site maps 
· Training records for fire drills and emergency response 
· Incident report forms for post-event documentation

Procedure
Emergency Preparedness 
· Maintain an up-to-date Emergency Plan tailored to the site’s layout, hazards, and workforce 
· Display evacuation diagrams, emergency contacts, and fire equipment locations 
· Conduct annual emergency drills and refresher training 
· Ensure fire extinguishers, alarms, and exits are accessible and regularly inspected 
Emergency Response Procedures 
Fire 
· Raise the alarm (verbal, bell, or siren) 
· Evacuate horses and personnel using designated routes 
· Call 000 and notify QFES 
· Use fire extinguishers only if trained and safe to do so 
· Assemble at the designated emergency point and conduct a headcount 
Medical Emergency 
· Call 000 and request ambulance services 
· Provide first aid until help arrives 
· Record incident and notify supervisor 
Hazardous Material Spill 
· Isolate the area and prevent access 
· Notify supervisor and emergency services if required 
· Follow site-specific chemical handling procedures 
Severe Weather (e.g. storm, flood) 
· Secure loose equipment and shelter horses safely 
· Follow local disaster management alerts 
· Evacuate if directed by emergency services 
Communication Protocols 
· Use radios or mobile phones to coordinate during emergencies 
· Maintain contact lists for emergency services, veterinarians, and key personnel 
· Notify neighbouring properties if risk of spread exists.

Safety Considerations
· Are there any additional safety considerations such as PPE, or awareness to the horse temperament or equipment that needs to be applied

Troubleshooting / Notes
· Complete incident reports and notify WorkSafe if required 
· Review emergency response effectiveness 
· Provide support (e.g. trauma counselling, veterinary care) 
· Update emergency plan based on lessons learned

References 
· Work Health and Safety Act (QLD) 2011  
· Work Health and Safety Regulation (QLD) 2011
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