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 Management of Equine Injury, Disease and Illness 
Purpose
To provide guidance on the management of equine injury, disease and illness at [Business Name]. It is designed to ensure compliance with Queensland biosecurity and animal welfare regulations and to protect the health and safety of all personnel and animals involved. 
Guidance provided in this document is of a general nature only. This document should be used as the foundation document for the preparation and use of site and task specific procedures, plans and risk assessments. 
This SOP applies to tasks where workers are in close proximity to horses so should be read and applied in conjunction with these SOPs: 
· “Reading and Responding to Horse Behaviour” 
· “Safe Horse Handling Techniques”

Scope
This SOP applies to all managers and workers at [Business Name], including staff, volunteers, and visitors under supervision.

Responsibilities
Employees and Contractors are responsible for:
· Adhering to the requirements of this policy or related policies
· Informing their manager immediately if it is suspected that a co-worker may be in breach of this policy.
· Having responsibility to take reasonable precautions for their own safety and health and that of others.

Managers are responsible for:
· Managing adherence of the standards of this policy with employees
· Ensuring that all employees are aware of the expected behaviour at work related events.
· Taking all reasonably practicable steps to protect the health and safety of employees.
· Managing breaches of this policy.

Equipment and Materials Required
Confirm appropriate, approved, serviceable PPE including gloves, respiratory devices, masks, coveralls are being used. Gather and utilize: 
· Disinfectants and cleaning supplies 
· Quarantine signage and containment barriers 
· Incident reporting documents. Is there any equipment required for users to apply this procedure

Procedure
Equine biohazard event. 
· Isolate affected animals and areas immediately 
· Restrict access to contaminated zones 
· Follow hygiene protocols and decontamination procedures 
· Notify the on-site veterinarian and biosecurity officer 
· Report the event to Biosecurity Queensland via the Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline & inform race officials and management 
· Clean and disinfect all equipment, surfaces, and clothing exposed to the biohazard. 
· Dispose of contaminated materials according to biohazard waste protocols 
· Implement quarantine measures for affected animals as per veterinary advice 
· Monitor and record symptoms and health status daily 
· Maintain quarantine until clearance is provided by a qualified veterinarian 
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Treating an Injured Horse. 
· Keep yourself and others safe—injured horses may panic or lash out. 
· Approach slowly and speak calmly. 
· Use a halter and lead rope to restrain the horse if needed. 
· Check for: 
· Bleeding, swelling, or heat 
· Lameness or reluctance to move 
· Abnormal posture or behaviour 
· Determine if the injury is life-threatening, such as a fracture or deep wound. 
· Contact your vet immediately for serious injuries. 
· While waiting, begin basic first aid if safe and appropriate. 
· Include observations and treatment provided in handover to Vet.

Safety Considerations
· Maintain extra diligence when handling injured or ill horses.
· If a horse is agitated, stop and assess the situation before proceeding. 
· Do not attempt tasks you are unsure or uncomfortable with. Always seek support from a vet, more experienced handler or supervisor. 
· When handling injured or ill horses, where possible work with a second person.

Troubleshooting / Notes



References 
· Work Health and Safety Act (QLD) 2011  
· Work Health and Safety Regulation (QLD) 2011

Version Control: 
· Version: 1.0 
· Effective Date: [Insert Date] 
· Review Date: [Insert Date] 
· Approved by: [Name & Title] 
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