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OUTTO PLAY

The stage is set for a history-making Queensland Racing Carnival, with 10 action-packed weeks of racing and a record
$28m in prize money attracting the biggest and best names to the Sunshine State through winter. Netball star
Tippah Dwan and her partner, Brisbane Lions vice-captain Josh Dunkley, will be front and centre as ambassadors for
The Star Stradbroke Season, which launches on Saturday at Eagle Farm racecourse.
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Breeding
eground
for future
stars

Racing Minister
Grace Grace

The most-lucrative Queensland
Racing Carnival yet is here.

Commencing on Saturday, all
eyes will be firmly focused on
Queensland as some of the na-
tion’s premier gallopers grace
our hallowed turf for 11 action-
packed meetings.

This year’s carnival is our
richest and most innovative to
date, with more than $28m in
prize money — including eight
Group 1 features — and nine mil-
lion-dollar
races.

Headlined
by the $3m
Stradbroke
Handicap,
the carnival
continues to

Racing Minister| be a breeding
Grace Grace ground for
the future stars of Australasian
racing.

In 2023, we saw past and fu-
ture The Everest champions,
Giga Kick and Think About It,
dominate the winter, as well as
Q22 champion, Without A
Fight, who went on to claim the
Caulfield Cup/Melbourne Cup
double for the first time since
Ethereal in 2001

Stradbroke Day on June 15
will once again act as the crown-
ing jewel of the carnival, with the
time-honoured feature sitting
alongside the $1m Group1JJ At-
kins and the $1.2m Group 2 Q22
on a day that will boast more
than $6.5m in total prize money.

At the front-end of the pro-
gram, the Hollindale Stakes will
once again play host to some of
Australasia’s best middle-dis-
tance horses, while the Caloun-
dra Cup Raceday will take up its
customary position as the carni-
val’s fitting finale.

In what remains one of my
favourite meetings, thousands
will once again fill the lawns of
the Ipswich Turf Club for their
biggest meeting of the year,
while the Tattersall’s Tiara will
showcase the final Group 1 of the
national racing season.

The carnival showcases
everything that is great about
local food, fun and fashion from
across the state — and we look
forward to welcoming our coun-
try participants to Eagle Farm
once again thanks to the Battle
of the Bush series.

Good luck to those involved
over the coming weeks.

Grace Grace is Minister for
State Development and
Infrastructure, Minister for
Industrial Relations and
Minister for Racing

~
Giga Kick wins the Group 1
Doomben10,000in 2023.
Picture: Grant Peters/Trackside
Photography
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Brisbane Racing Club's Stradbroke Season ambassador Queensland Firebirds netballer Tippah
Dwan with The Star Stradbroke Handicap trophy. Picture: Liam Kidston

Setting trends in
the fashion stakes

Andre Grimaux

She wears adress onthe
netball court for the
Queensland Firebirds, but
gun goal attack Tippah
Dwan loves a tailored suit
at theraces.

The 24-year-old and her
partner, Brisbane Lions
vice-captain Josh Dunkley,
are the ambassadors for
The Star Stradbroke
Season this winter.

It means swapping their
sporting gear fora few race
days at Eagle Farm and
Doomben, when their
playing schedules allow.

They will both attend
Ladbrokes Derby Day on
June1as Brisbane Racing
Clubambassadors, and

Dunkley is a likely starter
for The Star Stradbroke
DayonJune15-the day
after the Lions play St Kilda
at the Gabba.

“Theraces herein
Brisbane are easily
accessible and relaxed,”
Dunkley, 27, said.

“It's more intimate at the
Brisbane racecourses than
in other cities. You can get
up close to the horses
around the mounting yards
and as they head to the
tracks.”

Inacover shoot for The
Courier-Mail’'s Queensland
Racing Carnival guide,
Dwan wore the Stradbroke
Day theme of black and
white with a touch of red.

Sheworeatopandred

pants from Husk, Adorne
belt, Martina McGrath
Millinery hat and jewellery
from Artisans Bespoke
Jewellers. Claire Andrea
from Epic looked after hair
and make-up, and Dunkley
wore a Mannzilo suit.

“| love racewear fashion
and seeing how everyone
puts their looks together,”
Dwan said.

“'mreally excited to see
what people are going to
be wearing during The Star
Stradbroke Season.

“| love that tailored suits
are in for women. Suits are
so stylishand comfortable.

“And | love colovur,
coloured pantsin
particular, and beautiful
hats and headbands.”

= Carnival
ready to
launch

spring

SUCCesSs

Father and son head
north for sun and glory

Trenton Akers

The Freedmans have long used
Queensland as a launching pad
for spring ambitions and the
Melbourne Cup-winning duo
of Anthony and Sam are going
bigger than ever in 2024.

The father and son combo
will send a 16-strong team to
the Sunshine State over the
winter, with Anthony to base
himself out of the Sunshine
Coast as they look to match
their feats from 12 months ago.

The Freedmans launched
Without A Fight from Queens-
land during the winter before
going on to win the Caulfield
and Melbourne Cups in domi-
nant fashion.

It was a move inspired by the
great Doriemus, who they
based out of Queensland al-
most 30 years ago before going
on to win spring Group Is for
two consecutive years in 1995
and 1996.

“They (Freedman brothers)
brought Doriemus out to
Queensland about 30 years
ago, it was something they used
to do a lot in the 90s and early
2000s,” Sam (pictured) said.

“They went off it a little bit
because you have to be pretty
organised with it all, so we are
trying to make it a thing every
year with the right staff, vets
and farriers to
make it go like
clockwork.

“We don’t
run a lot of
horses in Mel-
bourne in the
winter, it is
more about get-
ting the

yearlings in and training them
up.

“We are treating it a bit like
America where they follow the
sun, the stables move around a
bit over there, so we are doing
that with the horses it is worth
doing it for.

“It is a costly thing for the
horses that are up here, so they
have to serve their purpose
when they are up here.”

While Without A Fight stole
the headlines last year, the
Freedmans are keen to launch
the career of some youngsters
from Queensland as well.

The Melbourne Cup winner
is in a race against time to be fit
again for the spring after suf-
fering a minor tendon injury
last year, however he s likely to
still make a visit north.

In their small stable of raid-
ers are a group of two-year-
olds, who are looking to bring
Victorian stakes-level class to
South East Queensland.

“It is a real mix of horses,”
Sam said.

“Without A Fight will even
come back up here, but he
probably won’t race, he will just
be up here to get some sun on
his back really.

“There are some nice fillies
like Matisse comes out of the
Blue Diamond to come here, it
is a nice team. Melbourne is
cold, so it is good to get the
spring horses up to Queens-

- land.”

While the southern brigade
converges on Queensland in
search of warmer weather,
carnival winners and stories of
spring success could be right
under our noses instead.

Toowoomba sensation In-
centivise went from a
Sunshine  Coast
maiden to Caul-
field Cup win-
ner in the
space of a few
months after
winning his
way through
the winter
racing sea-
son.
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Trainer Rob Heathcote picks out Abounding

for success in the Stradbroke

JEWEL I\ .
THE CROWNg
IS TARG

Trenton Akers

Rob Heathcote has come so
close to winning Queens-
land’s premier race the Strad-
broke Handicap — so many
times with geldings — he reck-
ons it’s about time to try it
with the fairer sex instead.

The multiple Group 1 win-
ner has identified his Magic
Millions  Guineas winner
Abounding as the horse to
help him tackle the mountain
as he looks to aim for a bump-
er winter carnival.

For so long the Stradbroke
has evaded Heathcote, even
his world-conquering Buffer-
ing fell short in heart breaking
circumstances.

While the likes of Buffering
and Rothfire have been forced
to carry the grandstand in the
famous handicap, Heathcote
is looking to the other end of
the spectrum this year.

The veteran trainer is in-
spired by the deeds of fellow
Queenslanders John O’Shea
and Barry Baldwin, who have
won it with three-year-old fil-
lies that are renowned for
sneaking in with a feather-
weight on their back instead.

“I have run second three
times in the race along with a
third and a fourth,” he said.

“It is one of the time hon-
oured handicaps in Australia,

the great Buffering was at the
peak of his powers and he ran
two seconds in it.

“Mid Summer Music (2012)
knocked us off then who could
ever forget that ghostly grey
(Linton, 2013) sneaking up
along the fence?

“Rothfire ran the race of his
life with 57.5kg and barrier 18
and runs second.”

Heathcote is under no illu-
sions as to the task that lies
ahead when it comes to get-
ting his glamour filly into the
race and says she will have to
earn her way in the $3m race.

“It is our feature race, but it
is the hardest race in Queens-
land to win, look at last year,
Think About It shows up and
wins it then goes on to win an
Everest, we ran into a freak,”
he said.

“It is a race I would love to
win, but at the end of the day if
you don’t, the sun still comes
up the day after it and you get
to doit all again.

L

“Itis unbelievably attractive
to run a filly. [ remember cut-
ting my teeth and John
O’Shea did it with Private
Steer and Barry Baldwin did it
with La Montagna.

“I would love to do it with
the best three-year-old 1400m
horse I have had for a long
time, that is Abounding, and
she has proven herself at the
level in the Magic Millions
Guineas.

“With a light weight over
1400m on her home track,
Jesus, she will be there to beat,
but I have to get her there yet.

“It is a good path and one
well taken, the Gold Coast
Guineas into Fred Best into
the Stradbroke.”

While Abounding is at $26
in betting with TAB, she isn’t
Heathcote’s only winter wea-
pon.

He will aim up with the
highly touted Press Link who
is set to tackle the Queensland
Guineas, while sprinting sta-
ble stalwart Prince Of Boom
will play a role in the sprint
features.

“It has always been our
premier eight or so weeks of
the season, it is condensed a
bit now but it is still the best,”
Heathcote said.

“l hope the weather can
ease up and give the curators
some time.”

Trainer Rob Heathcote
with his thee-year-old
" filly Abounding at his
tables at Eagle Farm.
P Pictures: Lachie
* 7 T Millard|
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Time to
be proud

Andre Grimaux

Racing chiefs say the Queens-
land Racing Carnival has be-
come a truly world-class
sporting event the state should
be proud of.

The winter carnival received
the seal of approval from racing
queen Gai Waterhouse ahead
of the first race day last year.

Waterhouse said she and co-
trainer Adrian Bott would con-
tinue to send their horses to
soak up the sun and quality
Group 1 competition.

And the 2023 carnival lived
up to the hype with The Star
Stradbroke winner Think
About It going on to claim hon-
ours in The Everest, and With-
out A Fight winning the
Caulfield-Melbourne Cup dou-
ble after saluting in the Sky
Racing Q22 at Eagle Farm.

Racing Queensland chief
executive Jason Scott said the
carnival championed every-
thing that was great about the
Sunshine State.

“There’s no better place to
race than the Queensland Rac-
ing Carnival,” he said.

“Every year, we see the next
generation of stars make their
name right here in Queens-
land, with eight Group Is and
nine million-dollar races en-
suring all eyes are on SEQ for
almost three months of feature
racing.

“For the first time, we wel-
come Magic Millions to the
program thanks to a new $lm
race for 2YOs under lights,
strategically placed to sit
alongside the popular Gold

Coast National Weanling,
Broodmare and Yearling Sale
in May.”

Brisbane Racing Club chief
executive Tony Partridge said
The Star Stradbroke Season at

Racing Queensland

chief executive
Jason Scott

Eagle Farm and Doomben was
now a “world-class” event in
this city.

Major events outside the
race days have been added to
the program, including Break-
fast with the Stars at Eagle
Farm, the Stradbroke Barrier
Draw in King George Square
and the Ladbrokes Calcutta
dinner and charity night at
Howard Smith Wharves.

“The quality of racing,
broadcast and the race day ex-
perience reached new bench-
marks last year due to the
support of Australia’s leading
stables and BRC’s major com-
mercial partners,” Mr Par-
tridge said.

“We look forward to wel-
coming Queensland locals and
interstate visitors to our race
tracks to witness the best hors-
es, trainers and jockeys in ac-
tion and experience the finest
trackside hospitality offered by
any racing club in Australia.

“Our culinary team proudly
showcase Queensland’s best
produce, we offer a range of
packages to suit varied tastes
and budgets, and our friendly
race day staff ensure guests
have a thoroughly enjoyable
day out.”

KEY DATES: 2024
QUEENSLAND
RACING CARNIVAL
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All the
fun of
cup day

Stephen Nadin

The Queensland Racing
Carnival will conclude on the
Sunshine Coast for
Caloundra Cup Day on
Saturday, July 6.

Theracing card has been
spiced up with a new
$200,000 race adding to the
three existing $300,000
featureraces.

Away from the Corbould
Park track, racegoers can
also look forward to a new
festival hub named The
Avenue.

Sunshine Coast Turf Club
marketing and events
manager Taryn Delaney said
the Palm Springs-inspired
pink-and-green oasis would
include music from James
Mack and 42 Band, food
trucks and bars, and
interactive entertainment
from sponsors such as
Canadian Cluband TAB.

Meanwhile, racing kings
and queens will unite with the
best of remote Queensland
at the Tattersall’s Tiararace
day onJune 29 at Eagle Farm.

The allure of the $700,000
Group 1 Tattersall’s Tiara
continues to attract the
nation’s best fillies and
mares.

Racing Queensland’s
$200,000 Battle of the Bush
anditsaccompanying
Fashions From Afar will take
centre stage.

Tattersall’s Club president
Paul Williams said for more
than150 years, Tattersall’'s
Club had fostered
communities of
Queenslanders centred
around friendship and
common interests,
particularly horse racing.

Off the track, attendees
can also enjoy live
entertainment on the main
stage throughout the day,
along with the traditional
Fashions on the Field.

Corporate packages and
tickets are available from the
Brisbane Racing Club
website at brc.com.au.

YOUNG M .
ON A MISSION

Chris Munce and Kyle Wilson-Taylor (also
below) combine to win their first Group 1race
with Palaisipanin the Tattersall’s Tiara at
Eagle Farm last year. Pictures: Grant Peters/

Wilson-Taylor is set to enhance his reputation
after Group 1 Tatt’s Tiara win at last year’s carnival

Ben Dorries

Young Queensland jockey
Kyle Wilson-Taylor snagged
his first Group 1 triumph dur-
ing the winter carnival last
year and it was another re-
markable chapter in his life
journey.

Wilson-Taylor, 24, had a
tough upbringing and there
were occasions when he didn’t
know where he was going to
sleep from night to night as he
grew up in Victoria.

Through sheer determi-

nation, single-minded grit and
fabulous skill, Wilson-Taylor
has become one of the best
young jockeys in Australia.

He has never doubted him-
self, but the Group 1 Tatt’s
Tiarawin on Palaisipan was an
important moment, not only
in his jockey career, but in his
life.

“Growing up the way I did, I
left Victoria with nothing, with
nothing to lose anyway, I just
had an ambition of being a
jockey,” Wilson-Taylor said.

“I always knew that I would

win a Group 1 one day. But for
it to happen so early in my ca-
reer was great.

“It was the culmination of
one section of my life, from the
tough times and pushing
through them and not giving
up.

“This game is all based on
results and what you have
achieved.

“So it was important for me
to win that Group 1, it proved |
can compete at the top level
and the pressure doesn’t get to

”»

me.

Wilson-Taylor is a man on a
mission this winter.

He is never content with
anything less than perfection
and he never stands still in life.

One Group lis not enough —
he wants to become a multiple
Group 1 winner and cash in
while the big races are on his
home deck in Brisbane.

And he has his sights set on
the $3m Stradbroke Handicap,
the state’s most prestigious
race.

Wilson-Taylor finished
fourth on Palaisipan in last

Trackside Photography_

year’s Stradbroke when he
rode the galloper at 52kg.

He says he is fitter this year
and can ride even lighter, po-
tentially opening the pathway
to a golden Stradbroke oppor-
tunity.

“I rode at 52 (kg) in the
Straddy last year and 'm now
a lot fitter than what I was
then,” Wilson-Taylor said.

“I have been running flat
out and that has stripped a lot
of weight off me.

“I'm lucky that I'm able to
ride light and I could certainly
ride at 51 (kg) and I know I
would be strong at the weight.”

Wilson-Taylor is engaged to
fellow Brisbane jockey Angela
Jones who has been a great in-
fluence.

This year, Wilson-Taylor
has spread his wings and rid-
den a winner in New Zealand
and also snared a ride in the
$5m slot race The Quokka in
Perth.

“I want to be a world-class
rider, that’s my goal, and I
want to make it overseas too,”
he said.

racenet.com.au

Will the conditions favour the
on-pacer or the backmarker?

racenet

Get closer to your next winner

WHAT ARE YOU REALLY GAMBLING WITH? For free and confidential support call 1800 858 858 or visit gamblinghelponline.org.au
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